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Pushpa Shukla is a hardworking and innovative 

grassroots-level social change maker born in a 

remote tribal village in Kansinghi, Chhattisgarh in 

1982. Despite her father's non-supportive attitude 

towards girls' education and systemic challenges 

that could not let Pushpa excel in her studies to 

become a doctor, Pushpa's unwavering 

commitment to providing equal opportunities to 

every child from rural Chhattisgarh did not falter. 

Instead, she rose to the challenge and created 

online tools and resources that benefited more 

than 10,000 students, 200 school headmasters, 

and over 1,600 assistant teachers, among others. 

She has silently been working over the past 16 

years, creating a space where every child, 

regardless of their background, has access to 

quality education. Today, she is a name that 

resonates with impact and change in the field of 

education. 

Her work in improving the foundational literacy 

levels of children in the most underprivileged and 

remote corners of Chhattisgarh has brought about 

a change in the Basic Education System of 

Chhattisgarh State, benefiting close to 7.5 lakh 

students and parents both directly and indirectly 

by increasing the enrolment and retention rates 

exponentially. As a Core Group member of the 

State Council of Education Research and Training, 

Pushpa has helped develop innovative Teacher 

Learning Material (TLM), equipped teachers from 

remote belts with essential skills and helped 

students access quality education. Her training on 

numerical knowledge, basic education, education 

policy, and language training has also benefited 

thousands of teachers, research scholars, and 

community members. 

Growing up in a remote tribal village of 

Chhattisgarh, her own experience with weak 

foundational learning has made her an advocate 

for the importance of education. She knows that 

that being able to read with meaning and do 

basic arithmetic are gateway skills that equip 

children to learn better in later grades. Despite 

her father's non-supportive attitude towards 

girls' education and cultural and societal 

norms limiting her access to education, she 

has managed to empower over 25,000 

teachers from different states through her 

WhatsApp group, where innovative teaching 

and learning techniques are shared. 

Pushpa's future plans involve creating a 

robust foundation for young students in the 

first two standards. She intends to accomplish 

this by prioritizing mother tongue education 

and conducting teacher workshops to 

improve their capabilities, with technology 

playing a significant role. Additionally, Pushpa 

plans to establish experimental labs on 

language and mathematics to foster 

innovation in education. She also aims to 

refine her skills as a trainer while 

concentrating on her own personal growth by 

creating training modules that address 

gender discrimination and promote education 

for all children. 




















